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HIST 400 2021 W Modern Egypt: Minorities and Migrants 

 

Description 
 

This course examines modern Egypt with particular emphasis on minorities and migrants. Eschewing a 

traditional nation-state approach, we will explore Egypt’s multi-faceted character and historical diversity 

through an array of secondary and primary sources, films and literature. Students will learn about identity 
politics and the contours of mobility within the context of the global Middle East through discussions of 

terminology, theory, methodology, and historiography. What defines Egypt and how have national 

understandings and international portrayals of it varied and evolved over time? What does it mean to be 

Egyptian, Arab, Coptic, or ‘foreign’? How do we understand the nation and citizenship? Why and how do 
populations migrate? 

 

This course guides students through a history of vernacular exchange, movement, and belonging in 
twentieth century Egypt. We will begin by outlining the interconnected histories of Muslims, Christians, 

and Jews in the Middle East. Turning to colonial competition in modern Egypt, we will explore the role that 

ethno-religious categories have played in delimiting communal boundaries before unpacking key concepts 

such as “minority” and “secularism.” We will then trace a history of internal and external migrations of 
diverse racial and ethnic groups; rural and urban transformations; and the changing demographic and 

economic characteristics of Egyptian diasporas. At the end of the course, students will have gained a greater 

appreciation for the transnational and transcultural realities of mobile populations who affected both the 

trajectory of modern Egypt and twentieth century international migrations. 
 

Expectations and Requirements 

The success of a seminar is largely predicated upon active and informed discussion. Required texts will be 

made available in the bookstore and all other readings are accessible through the university library 

catalogue (you must be logged in for access). Please come to class having read and thought about the 

materials, prepared to contribute to the discussion. Students are expected to articulate their ideas in a 

straight-forward manner, support arguments with evidence, distinguish between fact and argument, and 

make correlations between themes and events.  

Regular attendance is expected and must be taken seriously. Missing class will have an impact on your final 

grade. If you encounter an emergency and cannot attend one of our sessions, please notify me as soon as 

possible. Our class is a safe space. While disagreements are a healthy part of learning, personal attacks will 

not be tolerated. Listen to your peers attentively and respond to their comments respectfully. 

Written assignments are to be submitted at the beginning of class. If a student is unable to submit on time, a 

late penalty of 5% deduction will be applied daily for late assignments. Please email me in the case of 

extenuating circumstances to arrange for accommodations.  

Assignments and Grading 

Class Participation – 20% 

Research Grant Proposal (2 pages + Bibliography) – 15% 

Primary Source Analysis (3 pages) – 15% 

Comparative Book Review (7 pages) – 25% 

Research Essay (15 – 18 pages) – 25% 
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Required Readings (available in the bookstore) 

Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., Modern Egypt: The Formation of a Nation State, 2nd Edition, (Boulder, Col.: 

Westview Press, 2004). 

Waguih Ghali, Beer in the Snooker Club [1964], New Edition, (London: Serpent’s Tail, 2010). 

Research Grant Proposal 

Whether working in academia, government, or the private sector after graduation, you may be tasked with 

writing applications and reports to demonstrate knowledge and fluency in a particular topic. The research 

grant proposal serves as both the first step in the final research paper for this class and a teaching tool for 

students to learn how to convince an audience of the value of their work. What is your topic? What is your 

proposed research question? Why is this topic significant? How will you go about answering the question 

(scope, resources, timeline, methodology, etc.)? Please note that you are expected to put thought and effort 

in formulating a reasonable approach to conduct this research. Grant applications are competitive and 

successful applicants receive awards to assist in their studies. The top 5 proposal writers will receive a 24-

hour extension on the assignment of their choosing. 

Primary Source Analysis 

For this critical analysis, you are required to select a primary source that you plan to use in the final 

research paper. You will examine a document (external examination), understand its meaning (internal 

examination), place it within its context, and evaluate its historical significance. To understand the 

document, it is normal to refer to specialized sources, dictionaries, general or specialized studies, etc. You 

should not simply summarize the document but rather engage in a dialogue with the text. Start with a 

careful and active reading. Identify the author, the subject, and the main points of the narrative that will 

become the focus of your analysis. Choose elements to discuss further and, if you wish, connect them with 

our course.  

Your text should follow a logical progression and include: an introduction (what is the document, author, 

date, authenticity); a development (contextualization limited to the important elements that are analyzed); to 

do this well, refer to the content and meaning, the sources of the author (how does he/she knows the event), 

the assumptions, the specific context of the document (social, economic, cultural, etc.); and a conclusion on 

the historical significance of the source. 

Comparative Book Review 

It will be necessary to consult other books to write your final research paper and contextualize these texts 

properly. By comparing two books relevant to your research project, you are critically examining what 

other historians have said about your topic. In this paper, students need to identify the main arguments of 

other authors, assess how compelling each argument is, identify weaknesses in the historiography, and 

finally, place their own topic and tentative arguments within the historiographic dialogue. Students must 

include additional academic sources (books or peer-reviewed articles) in the bibliography for this paper. Be 

careful to reference all direct quotations as well as paraphrases. If you wish, you can add a personal 

evaluation of the text in your conclusion. You should clearly identify the areas/topics of comparison since 

they will structure and limit your analysis.  

Research Essay 

This assignment is designed, in conjunction with the proposal, primary source analysis, and comparative 

book review, to be a long-term project that requires sustained attention. Students are encouraged to organize 
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themselves early and understand that primary source research can take unexpected turns, particularly when 

accessing materials at an archive. Please know well in advance that this assignment will take weeks, not 

days, to complete. This assignment will require you to consult archival material. For most of you, online 

archival collections will be very fruitful resources, however there are many other resources for you to 

consult depending on your topic of interest. Please consult with me. 

The assignment is designed to give students creative and intellectual control over a process that will ask you 

to invest a significant amount of time and attention. Students should adhere to the themes of the course and 

examine how minorities and migrants influenced or transformed Egypt and its international dimensions 

over time. You may choose to narrow in on an event, dispute, celebration, etc., in order to answer the 

research question and produce, in approximately 15 – 18 pages, a complete argument with a focused thesis. 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

September 8 Course Introduction 

Film and discussion – Hassan wa Morcos wa Cohen (1954, directed by Fouad Al Jazairly). 

 

September 15 A History of Muslims, Christians, and Jews 

Heather Sharkey, A History of Muslims, Christians, and Jews in the Middle East (Cambridge University 

Press, 2017): Chapter 1 (pp. 1 – 26) and Chapter 6 (pp. 243 – 300). 

Short Film – Jews and Muslims: Intimate Strangers, (2014, Dominique Barbier). 

 

September 22 Colonial Competition and Egyptian Nationalisms 

Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., Modern Egypt: The Formation of a Nation State, 2nd Edition, (Boulder, Col.: 

Westview Press, 2004): Chapters 4 – 7 (pp. 41 – 92).  

Lisa Pollard, Nurturing the Nation: The Family Politics of Modernizing, Colonizing, and Liberating Egypt, 

1805 - 1923 (Berkeley: UC Press, 2005): Chapter 3 (pp. 73 – 100). 

Clip from Palace Walk (1964, directed by Hassan El-Imam). 

 

September 29 What is a Minority? 

Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., Modern Egypt: The Formation of a Nation State, 2nd Edition, (Boulder, Col.: 

Westview Press, 2004): Chapters 8 – 9 (pp. 93 – 132). 

Introduction to Maya Shatzmiller ed., Nationalism and Minority Identities in Islamic Societies, (Montreal: 

McGill-Queen’s UP, 2005): pp. VII – XIII. 

Introduction to Laura Robson ed., Minorities and the Modern Arab World: New Perspectives (Syracuse UP, 

2016): pp. 1 – 16. 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Jews+and+Muslims%3a+Intimate+Strangers+Dominique+Barbier&&view=detail&mid=73E9DC855647403666A173E9DC855647403666A1&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DJews%2Band%2BMuslims%253a%2BIntimate%2BStrangers%2BDominique%2BBarbier%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
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Clips from Egypt: The Other Homeland (2012, Al Jazeera World). 

 

October 6 Defining Sectarianism 

Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., Modern Egypt: The Formation of a Nation State, 2nd Edition, (Boulder, Col.: 

Westview Press, 2004): Chapter 10 – 11 (pp. 133 – 184). 

Introduction to Ussama Makdisi, Age of Coexistence: The Ecumenical Frame and the Making of the 

Modern Arab World, (University of California Press, 2019): pp. 1 – 24. 

Paul Sedra, “Copts and the Millet Partnership: The Intra-Communal Dynamics Behind Egyptian 

Sectarianism,” Journal of Law and Religion 29.3 (2014): pp. 491 – 509. 

 

October 13 Reading Week no class 

 

October 20 Cosmopolitanism 

Will Hanley, Identifying with Nationality: Europeans, Ottomans, and Egyptians in Alexandria, (Columbia 

UP, 2017): Chapter 1 “Vulgar Cosmopolitanism,” pp. 27 – 52.  

Joel Beinin, The Dispersion of Egyptian Jewry: Culture Politics and the Formation of a Modern Diaspora, 

(American University in Cairo Press, 2005): Introduction (pp. 1 – 28) and Interview with Jacques Hassoun 

(pp. 269 – 270). 

Waguih Ghali, Beer in the Snooker Club [1964], (London: Serpent’s Tail, 2010): pp. 13 – 44. 

 

October 27 Internal Migrations, Demographics and Urbanization 

Khaled Fahmy, “Towards a Social History of Modern Alexandria,” in Anthony Hirst and Michael Silk eds., 

Alexandria, Real and Imagined, (Ashgate Pub., 2004): pp. 281 – 306. 

Stephen R. Humphreys, Between Memory and Desire: The Middle East in a Troubled Age (Berkeley: UC 

Press, 2005): Chapter 1 “Hard Realities,” pp. 1 – 22. 

Waguih Ghali, Beer in the Snooker Club [1964], (London: Serpent’s Tail, 2010): pp. 47 – 118. 

 

November 3 Emigration and Post-colonial State Formation 

Gerasimos Tsourapas, The Politics of Migration in Modern Egypt: Strategies for Regime Survival in 

Autocracies, (Cambridge UP, 2018): Chapter 2 “‘Egyptians Don’t Emigrate,’” pp. 32 – 58. 

Waguih Ghali, Beer in the Snooker Club [1964], (London: Serpent’s Tail, 2010): pp. 121 – 158. 

Selection of transcribed testimony from Liliane S. Dammond and Yvette M. Raby, The Lost World of the 

Egyptian Jews: First Person Accounts from Egypt’s Jewish Community in the Twentieth Century (New 

York: IUniverse Inc., 2007): pp. 22 – 56. 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=egypt+the+other+homeland&&view=detail&mid=6A136A546BAF769D308E6A136A546BAF769D308E&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Degypt%2520the%2520other%2520homeland%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26ghc%3D1%26pq%3Degypt%2520the%2520other%2520homeland%26sc%3D1-24%26sk%3D%26cvid%3DC833A7336A454F7EA398EF70DD5CA505
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November 10 Women, Work, and Society 

Laura Bier, Revolutionary Womanhood: Feminism, Modernity, and the State in Nasser’s Egypt, (American 

University in Cairo Press, 2011): Chapter 1 “Egyptian Women in Question,” 23 – 59. 

Waguih Ghali, Beer in the Snooker Club [1964], (London: Serpent’s Tail, 2010): pp. 161 – 220.  

Selection of transcribed testimony from Liliane S. Dammond and Yvette M. Raby, The Lost World of the 

Egyptian Jews: First Person Accounts from Egypt’s Jewish Community in the Twentieth Century (New 

York: IUniverse Inc., 2007): pp. 164 – 191. 

 

November 17 Racialization and Representation: Nubia and the Sudan 

Eve M. Troutt Powell, A Different Shade of Colonialism: Egypt, Great Britain, and the Mastery of the 

Sudan (Berkeley: UC Press, 2003): Chapter 5 “Egyptians in Blackface,” pp. 168 – 216. 

Christine Gilmore, “‘A Minor Literature in a Major Voice’: Narrating Nubian Identity in Contemporary 

Egypt,” Alif: Journal of Comparative Poetics, no. 35 (2015): pp. 52-74.  

Feature – Blackface: The Ugliness of Racism in Arab Media (2019, Al Jazeera English). 

 

November 24 Economic Reform and the Muslim President 

Gerasimos Tsourapas, The Politics of Migration in Modern Egypt: Strategies for Regime Survival in 

Autocracies, (Cambridge UP, 2018): Chapter 4 “‘Our Most Precious Asset’” pp. 90 – 127. 

Mariz Tadros, “Vicissitudes in the Entente between the Coptic Orthodox Church and the State in Egypt 

(1952-2007),” International Journal of Middle East Studies 41.2 (2009): 269–287. 

Farha Ghannam, “Keeping Him Connected: Labor Migration and the Production of Locality in Cairo, 

Egypt,” City and Society, (1999): 65 – 82. 

Anwar Sadat, “Infitah: Opening to the West (1975),” in Marvin E. Gettleman and Stuart Schaar, ed., The 

Middle East and Islamic World Reader, (New York: Grove, 2003): 291 – 293. 

 

December 1 Hassan and Morcos on the Eve of Revolution 

Paul Sedra. “Class Cleavages and Ethnic Conflict: Coptic Christian Communities in Modern Egyptian 

Politics.” Islam and Christian–Muslim Relations 10.2 (1999): pp. 219–235. 

Saba Mahmood, Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A Minority Report (Princeton UP, 2016): Chapter 4 

“Religious and Civil Inequality” pp. 149 – 180.   

Joel Beinin, “Egypt and its Jews: The Spectre of an Absent Minority,” in Laura Robson ed., Minorities and 

the Modern Arab World: New Perspectives (Syracuse UP, 2016): pp. 77 – 90. 

Clips and Discussion – The Yacoubian Building (2006, directed by Marwan Hamed) and Hassan wa 

Morcos (2008, directed by Rami Imam). 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=blackface+the+ugliness+of+racism+in+arab+media&&view=detail&mid=6B23108CA33467E2FC566B23108CA33467E2FC56&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dblackface%2Bthe%2Bugliness%2Bof%2Bracism%2Bin%2Barab%2Bmedia%26FORM%3DHDRSC3

